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Birch Hill is an inclusive and respectful school. In
collaboration with parents, and the wider community, we
work to enable all children to develop their aspirations.

We believe that teaching and learning should be inspiring.
We create challenging opportunities, which encourage
children to develop respectful attitudes towards learning
and all members of our school community.

All children are encouraged to take responsibility, think for
themselves and become independent.

The key to learning at Birch Hill is for everyone
to learn, believe, achieve together.
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1. Welcome & School Priorities — Mr Dillon
2. Who's Who

3. Golden Rules

4. Class Timetable

5. Topics & Trips

6. What's New in Year Reception

7. National Expectations

8. Examples of what a Secure Level looks like (Reading, Writing, Maths)
9. Home Learning

10. Useful websites & information

11. Home School Agreement

12. Handouts

13. Questions
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Birch Hill is a Good School

« Teachers make lessons interesting, pupils learn quickly and have a
wide range of opportunities.

* Pupils say they have lots of friends and they feel safe.
« The school is at the center of the community.

« Leaders and governors are ambitious for the pupils to succeed.

(Ofsted October 2019)



School Development priorities for 2023/4

Strengths; Overview
EYFS — 77% (+6 Nat) KS2 Attainment 2023 - Actual results KS2 Progress 2023 - Value Added
KS1 — All in line with National and slightly above sty oo e xoomat s
KS2 -
Y6 Writing EXS 81% (+10 Nat) 105.6 63% -0.1 +4%
Y6 Maths EXS - 81% (+8 Nat) / / ' /
Y6 GPS EXS - 79% (+7 Nat) and GDS 42 (+12 Nat) o £ *1 f= 2
Main themes for School Development in 2023/24

KS1 KS2

combined in EXS and GDS Y6 Reading (EXS) and Writing and Maths (GDS)

Writing improve GDS Writing
Groups

PPG and DD- significant gap in all areas
SEND - significant gap in all areas
Gender — significant gap with Boys/Girls in all areas



School Development priorities for 2023/4

Data outcomes

SDP
Writing, Maths and Oracy

Reviewing the Whole School Curriculum (Equality, Diversity and Inclusive)

Review wellbeing strategies for whole community (children, staff and
families) — including induction for new staff

Increase the participation of disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND in
curriculum enrichment opportunities

Ensure that parents and carers are kept even more up to date about
children’s achievement and wellbeing

Broader Issues
Join Maiden Erlegh Trust (MET)



Parent Survey

27 replies out of 400 children (13.5%)

Lots of positive — about staffing and enrichment

A small number of concerns about behaviour

and the impact on the rest of the class

We are a local, inclusive school and behaviour and SEND is a
significant challenge for a range of reasons; children with EHCPs,
or waiting to be assessed. Reduced services and increasing
demands. We work with external consultants, SENDCo and Lead
Behaviour TA.

Information about what children are learnir=

Jelcome Meetings, Parents Evenings, Termly Reports, Open
door policy. Curriculum Information on website.

Better communication (weekly newslet 2rs anrs

information about how children are getu.

-

We a1y nieyalstter, text = =sage, and emails. Schools are busy
a’ isome chang sar=' it of our control.

Staff sickness, absence, recruitment

Thisis sig...c 1tiss 2. Staf recruitment and retention.

Sex & Relationship Curriculum

We update the scheme that we use several years ago and give
parents all the information. We believe that good SRE is about
giving children this information early.

Extra curriculum beyond the classroom

We offer a range of extra clubs (mostly provided by staff) — choir
and sport focused. Inter2Sports offer a football club and we’re
talking to them to see what other clubs (paid) that they can offer.

Wellbeing and emotional support

Family Support Advisor, Play Therapist (1 day a week),
Read2Dogs, Nurture /Rainbow Room. Lead Behaviour TA.
ELSA booked for this year.




A ?rimg,}
NS
g

Senior Leadership Team (SLT)

Staffing Structure

Headteacher:
Mr Michael Dillon

Deputy Headteacher:
Ms Karen Cameron

SENDCo & Inclusion:
Mrs Helen McAllister

School Business Manager:
Mrs Nicola Down

Safeguarding & Attendance,
Behaviour, Standards, H&S/RA,
SEF/SDP, PM, PPG

Learn
Oversee English & Maths &
Assessment
T&L, M&E, SATs/Standards,
CPD/ITTCo

Together
SENDCo, Inclusion & SRP
Nurture, ELSA, Play therapy, MHST,
CLA/SGO

Personnel, Finance, Office/Admin,
H&S/RA, Site, Catering, website and
social media

Key Stage Leaders

Miss Molly Archer — EYFS/KS1
Ms Karen Cameron — KS2

Teaching, Learning & Assessment
Parent Communication

Behaviour
SEND

Governors Responsibilities

Governors Strategic Links
L&M

School Lead - Michael Dillon
Governor Lead: Jane Newman
& Stephen Weeks

Governors Strategic Links: Quality
of Education

English & Maths / Assessment &
Curriculum / KUW / Creative Arts

School Lead — Karen Cameron
Governor Lead: Joey Gurney & Stephen
Weeks

Governors Strategic Links
Personal Development

PSHE/ SRE / House/School Council
School Lead — Hannah Kerslake

Governor Lead: Lee Clark

Governors Strategic Links
Behaviour

School Lead — Carla Hooper

Governor Lead: Ruth
Newland-Ward

Governors Strategic
Links (EYFS)

School Lead — Molly
Archer

Governor Lead: Ruth
Newland-Ward
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° Staff ViSibIe morning and aﬁernoon Look what we have harvested from our Edible Garden
S
 Come into the school office Ey

 Website

*  Weekly Letters & Newsletters —
* Regular Text messaging: Teachers2Parents

Guildford to shoreham-by-sea and has raised £375 for the school—
Many thanks to Harry for his brilliant effort and all of the generous

« Emails school office - Secretary@

https://gf. me/u/yk2uct

« 2x Parents Evenings Meetings virtual & Written

R t Diary Dates

e p o r Year 5/6 Year Group Welcome Meeting 6:30 - 7:30 Tuesday 22nd September (Live via ZOOM)

° H O m e Learn i n g EXh i b iti O n S Year 3/4 Year Group Welcome Meeting 6:30 - 7:30 Wednesday 23nd September (Live via ZOOM)
Year 1/2 Year Group Welcome Meeting 6:30 - 7:30 Thursday 1st October
Reception Year Group Welcome Meeting 6:30 - 7:30 Tuesday 13th October (Live viaZOOM)

4-7pm—Tuesday 20th October (Via ZOOM )
Parent Consultations

If you any questions please talk to us

Reception Welcome Meeting September 2023




S SEND / Inclusion
mm“ Sapphire Class, Rainbow Class & Wellbeing
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We offer a Nurture (Rainbow) provision for 8 Key Stage 1 children

We have 2 Nurture Practitioners who deliver additional support to children
across the school with friendship and social skills

We have Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA) who work with children
offering emotional support (New training for 23/24)

We have a Play Therapist who supports a number of children once a week

Sapphire Class (Specialist Resource Provision). The SRP is for children with
Autism and Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD) and have a Education, Health
and Care Plan (EHCP). The children are very much part of our school and spend
time within their mainstream year group

Mental Health Support Team (MHST)

We continue to work with staff, parents and outside agencies to bring our
children the interventions and support that they need

Welcome Meetings and booklet this half term



Friends of Birch Hill
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» Over the years;
« £20k for the large climbing frame
« £15k for Infant climbing frame
 £10k for new IWB
« £5k for the Edible Playground
« £4k raised money for a paving in EYFS area

of Birch Hill
‘Frimarj School

« Currently raising money to upgrade the library

Events
 Summer Fair
* Christmas Events
 Cards
* Discos
* Present Room, Dress Up Days, Raffles,

Please sign up and volunteer to help

Reception Welcome Meeting September 2023



ST Family Support & Attendance

i&'! e Officer (WPA) WPA ©°.
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« Della Payne-contact via school office (4 days a week)
« External Education Welfare/Attendance - WPA
« Offers support and guidance

 Links with other organisations & agencies
— Local Authority Early Help
— Various External Agencies

 Monitors attendance and links with Bracknell
Education Welfare Officer

* Organises Family Learning sessions
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Miss Archer Mrs Watson
Teacher and Phase Leader  Teacher

Mrs Holgate Miss McGill Ms Foster
Teaching Assistants

Mrs Keane Reception Welcome Meeting

Cover Teacher October 2023



Learn Believe Achieve Together

Golden Rules - make the Right Choice

1) Be
Safe

2) Be
Respectful

3)Be
Ready
to
Learn

=

4) Be
Honest

Walk inside

Follow instructions
Play kindly

Use school equipment
correctly

Being safe online
Stranger Danger

Be aware of your
surroundings

Listen & follow
instructions

Be punctual

Good Looking, Good
Sitting

Have the correct school
uniform

Other people’s personal
space

Of other people’s beliefs
and differences

Listen to instructions
Following school rules
Being polite

Calm

Looking after property
(classroom, school)
Capitalising
Encourage and accept
mistakes

Tell the truth

Take responsibility
Accepting consequences
Asking for help
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Class timetable

Monday

Tuesday

IRt

PANLE) (NRENLd T DRI L Y

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

& 30am- 9.00am- Early Moming
Task and Register

9.00am-4.30am Phonics |

9.30-10.15 CI Piay
Writing Groups

10.15-10.30 Tidy up and Snack
10.30- 10.45 Talk for Writing
10.45- 11.30 CI Play

11.30- 11.45 Prepare for lunch

&.30am- 9.00am- Earty Moming
Task and Register

S.00am-9.30am Phonics |

9.30-10.15 CI Play
Writing Groups

10.15-10.30 Tidy up and Snack
10.30- 10.45 Talk for Writing

10.45- 11.30 CI Play
Phonic Groups

11.30- 11.45 Prepare for lunch.

§.30am- 9.00am- Early Moming
Task and Register

9 00am-9.30am Phonics o'
9.30-10.15 C1 Play

Writing Groups

10.15-10.30 Tidy up and Snack
10,30- 10,45 Talk for Writing
10.45- 11.30 CI Play

NEER Baseline

Readers

11.30- 11.43 Prepare for lunch.

§.30am- 9.00am- Early
Morning Task and Regqister

9.00am-9.30am Phonics “n’

9.30-10.15 C1 Play
Wiriting Groups

10.15-10.30 Tidy up and
Snack

10.30- 10.45 Talk for Writing

10.45- 11.30 C| Play
NFER Basefing

11.30- 11.45 Prepare for
lunch.

&.30am- 9.00am- Early
Morning Task and Register

9,00am-9.30am Phonics ‘|, n
recap’

9,30-10.15 CI Play
wWiriting Groups

10.15-10.30 Tidy up and
Snack

10.30- 10.45 Talk for Writing

10.435- 1130 Child Initiated
play.

11.30-11.45 Prepare for
Lunch

1.15-2.15 CIPlay and Maths
observations

2.15-2.30 Tidy Up
2.30-3.00 Gross Molor- big draw

3.15 Hometime

1.15-2.15 Cl Play and Maths
observations

2.15-2.30 Tidy Up
2.30-3.00 Jigsaw Jack

3.15 Hometime

Lunch Time 11.45-12.45

1.15-2.15 Cl Play and Maths
observations

215-2.30 Tidy Up
2.30-3.00- Story and Songs.

3.15 Hometime

1.15-2.15 Cl Play and Maths
observations

2.15-2.30 Tidy Up
2.30-3.00- Story and Songs

3.15 Hometime

1.15-2.15 CI Play and Maths
observations

2.15-2.30 Tidy Up
2.30-3.00- Story and Songs

3.15 Hometime

Reception Welcome Meeting

October 2023
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* No pencil cases

e Statutory Assessments

— Reception Baseline (first few weeks in school)
— Reception Profile (end of the year)

* Home Learning Arrangements

* Reading
— Your child will receive a new reading book once a week
— Reading records, record everything.
— Bring in Book Bags and Books everyday.

* Uniform
- Please label everything!

* Please contact the school office if alternative pick up
arrangements have been made
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The school uniform consists of:

. Birch Hill Logo - Royal blue jumper or cardigan,

. White shirt or blouse,

. Grey trousers or skirt,

. Blue and white dress (summer term only)

. Black shoes - these must be sturdy (no trainers, boots, or ankle boots)

Games and PE kit is also required, consisting of:

. Royal blue shorts,

. Birch Hill Logo - Blue or White T-shirt,

. White socks,

. Black tracksuit (when outside) or black jumper & tracksuit bottoms (plain and unbranded)
. Plimsolls or black trainers

Others:
. Alice bands need to be small and plain.
. No jewellery is to be worn in school.

. Hairstyles. Haircuts are a reasonable length and the latest ‘step’ or train tracks fashion for boys, braided hair
decorated with beads, and extreme hairstyles of any kind are not acceptable in school.

. Only natural hair colours are permitted.



Personal, Social, Health Education
(PSHE) SRE

8’2)‘ ®
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The mindful approach to PSHE

Being Me In My World Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals

Self-identity Identifying talents Challenges Exercising bodies Family life Bodies

Understanding feelings Being special Perseverance Physical activity Friendships Respecting my body

Being in a classroom Families Goal-setting Healthy food Breaking friendships Growing up

Being gentle Where we live Overcoming obstacles Sleep Falling out Growth and change

Rights and responsibilities Making friends Seeking help Keeping clean Dealing with bullying Fun and fears
Standing up for yourself lobs Safety Being a good friend Celebrations

Achieving goals

Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023



Information about your
child’s progress

Informal discussions with
teachers

Tapestry and Intervention Plans
created

Termly Parents Evenings
Written report

Children invited

End of year report
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TAPESTRY

ONLINE LEARNING
JOURNRAL

You should now be able to login to Tapestry
to access your child’s learning journal.
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Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023



How to help with Maths at Home

Counting — in everyday conversation, in play,
steps, brushing teeth, toys in the bath, tidying
toys.

 Subitising — with teddies, spoons, socks
» Ordering numbers — flashcards, post it
notes, lining up toys

* Number bonds — in the car, with
teddies/toys

 Addition and subtraction — include

It iIn everyday conversation, cooking




STy Writing in Reception
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Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023



-#%~-  Phonics at Birch Hill
Our school uses the
Oxford Reading Tree
Floppy’s Phonics programme
By Oxford University Press

and Debbie Hepplewhite

Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023



M What is phonics?

’A Phoneme: The smallest unit of Q\
)

sound in a word.

~

% Grapheme: The letter or letters a

that represent the phoneme.

Digraph: two letters that O ri
make the same sound.

. h trigraph: three letters that
l 9 make the same sound.
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Floppy's Phonics Teaching and Learning Sequence
| j
u le L - jom
e Je
- U ( Ut Revisit and Review: ﬂ Teach: Introduce new o Just b"j
e ::: Revise sounds and sound and grapheme
A graphemes with using the Flashcard,
. t‘h, Flashcards, Frieze and Frieze and CD-ROM
Say the Sounds
Posters
SS Ss 2
I miss : “
lesson - &
pross i 3
l m d : ;
S ! ise: ¥
i - £ Practise reading: £ = § The Alphabet ' ;:c::n:::gt
= ﬁPupﬂs re:d FP : I - | AaBb CcDd revised sounds
ction and non- s | Ee Ff Gg Hh and graphemes
i:dﬂm books as ] I I Jj Kk LL with S & L Books
ependently as , and Activity
possible = Mm Nn Oo Siats
’.; Lo | r? ‘_iPquRrSS
E i 2 ) Tt Uu Vv Ww

Teaching
~fgeialeadad Handbook 1

FP non-fiction discontinued

i

Apply: Pupils
Consolidate: Pupils extend their core
use the online skills with words
activities arg m end and sentences
pages using Cumulative
Sounds Books to Texts and
M;mb Grapheme Tiles
......... (SR
Teaching s b
—_ v Handbook 1 < .
= i
r

§ = >

. w N ck
S— -
L= | Complete end pages " 4 (=]
after full j, v, w sequences. - -

Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023
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Phonics at Birch Hill
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Lewsl 2 Sock IS P
' \ e o
Select the letters to watch
o letter formation
O K Q = O o0 Q P Oxford OWL
© Sevect the sude bumors Lo ltern 1 the worth Sebect the leflers 1o watch how o
o or Q t “‘ They ore Sirmnd Sebect (g, Floggy Ol (1 wied 11 ond Compiens the 0B \!,."
e 1 or ' |
i
Drag and drop S
for spelling ~
(GRS EEE——— ones 8] (13 ch sh th ng al e igh oa oo 0o ar or )
':n‘ !‘: '-‘.(f‘-w’w;a.."',l.:.-”:;. P o
Sc 0 < 1)
h or n ;
200 R ) See the letter/s, Hear the sounds,
horn 07 say the sounds point to the graphemes
)
| - =D |

Blend and reveal

for reading
Reception Welcome Meeting

October 2023
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' ITeaching Handbook 2 — Level 5

It & affosk 50 1pot the pulhes st the 3¢
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born fork torn for shoet ’ y v
cork horn corn worn

The codé has o fantastc trifle, lons of meffin

shorts sport storm morning ond severcl Ederer sges of coffer
!
or The dolphin sped Though the rough wives
—— ond made o oh laugh wik oyl
LS
. )
My neghaew has o 1ephone That s s the
shage of on daphast!
2 4

| ) e qf ¢ or Schook children sconetimas pretend to howve

& viomech oche but Shey reclly want to oy

" ted!

The machine took the cheries off the

Teaching Handbook 1

Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023
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Cover notes in the decodable books provide guidance for the adult to support the young reader to blend and
segment:

Debbie Hepplewhite’'s Top Tips
Series created by Roderick Hunt and Alex Brychta

Phonics C : Debbie

What is blending? Tips for spelling (encoding)

Once children have learned all of the sounds in Stage 3 they can go on
to read the Stage 3 Floppy's Phonics Fiction and Non-fiction.

For reading (decoding) say the sounds
from left to right of the word and blend

Say the word slowly to identify each

USING THIS BOOK TOGETHER:
© Say the sound together.

@ Ask your child to finger-trace the letter
group and say the sound.

© Ask your child to point to the key picture
and say the word, e.g. “ai os in aim”™.

© Ask your child to sound out and blend the
list of words.

O Find all the words that include the focus
sound in the picture. Some are labelled,
some are not.

O Tolk about what is happening in the
picture, e.g. Who can you see? What are
they doing? How do you think they might
be feeling?

@ Ask your child to say the sounds at the
bottom of the page as quickly as possible.

THIS BOOK INTRODUCES:
u.i. as in aim.

€e osineel

.

lg h osin knight.

Hear the sounds on our website
www.oxfordowl.co.uk
LABELS IN THE ILLUSTRATIONS

The labels show the focus letter group in
black. Encourage your child to listen for
the focus sound within the word as you
read the whole word to them.

sound in the word. l
the sounds to hear the whole word. ee

How to blend:

Point under each grapheme (letter or
letter group) as you say the sound, then
run your finger under the whole word
as you say the whole (or blended) word,

eg. }-i.g h-t light

Use your left hand
to tally the individual f
sounds to your thumb

and fingers,

Write down the graphemes which are
each sound you have tallied.

ds and spellings
ers written like this /k/ refer to a
und, not a spelling.

e.g. /k/ as in cat, key, duck

s © Db Hepplewtite 2011
1

evsginal creation of Roderich Hun
i i the chasactirs

ation ey b repeoduced, stord in
o by arey maan, wibout the
Jtp Press.

Remember to do. the fun Activities ot the
end = \etter-tracing, motching and reading

16907654321

Al ights revereed, Photocopying of this book iy probibited,

PARENTS:
Help your ch\ld’_s
with essential til
activities and fre

www.oxford

Blending routine for reading

Reception Welcome Meeting
October 2023

Segmenting routine for spelling
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e Home Login sent out Friday- stuck in reading
records

e Tutorial Video added to Tapestry

* https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/login?active-
tab=students

www.oxfordowl.co.uk
School code
pb1
Your username:
JoeBloggs

Password:


https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/login?active-tab=students

Reception Stamp of Approval Books

Teacher

“STAMP OF

APPROVAL}

Martin Waddell

Barbara Firth

“fhe Owl

> '1\1\ Was

g,/‘l‘f’f Iltt{, '

Tthe
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MARTIN WADDELL + PATRICK BEN

0 OwL BABIES




Home Learning Exhibition

Easter Bonnet- Thursday 28t March 2024

Vehicle Display- Wednesday 22" May 2024

Experiences

Vehicle Visits: During Summer 1

Bug Ball- During Summer 2
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G% A few final reminders ...

Emergency Contact form-it’s vital that we have two contacts
Make sure you are getting emails (and not going into junk!)

Uniform: available from Mr Wagstaff
mikewagstaffs6é @gmail.com or from the school office

Catering in-house & Lunch Online ordering system
— Order and pay at home by midnight

Online payments only (no cash) Eduspot App

Parent Mail login / contact (including junk)

KOOSA Kids — Breakfast, After School & Holiday Club
Attendance

Nut free, chocolate free school, healthy snacks (water only)
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Thank you and AOB



